October 15, 2025

The SCC Leave Project:
Predictions for October 16, 2025

Here’s a look at the leave application decisions that the
Supreme Court of Canada will be releasing on October 16,
2025.

Each week, we’ll be providing a short blog post that
summarizes some of the upcoming cases and gives a
prediction of the probability that leave will be granted. These
predictions will be based on our proprietary machine learning
model and dataset of every leave application decision released
by the Supreme Court of Canada from January 1, 2018 onward.

Each week, we'll group cases into four categories:

e Cases to Watch — These are cases where our model
predicts greater than a 25% chance that leave will be
granted. These cases have a much better than average
chance that leave will be granted. While this doesn’t
mean that all of them will get leave, they are worth
watching as strong candidates.

e Possible Contenders — These are cases where our
model predicts between a 5% and 25% chance that leave
will be granted. These cases have an average to
somewhat above-average chance of getting leave. While
most cases in this category won't get leave, on average,
we expect to see a healthy minority of cases in this
category being granted leave.

e Unlikely Contenders — These are cases where our
model predicts between a 1% and 5% chance that the
case will get leave. The safe bet is against leave being
granted in these cases, but we do expect to see it from
time to time.

e Long-Shots — These are cases where our model
predicts a less than 1% chance that the case will get
leave. Although it will happen from time to time, it would
be an outlier for our model for these cases to be granted
leave. We will not be providing summaries for these
cases.
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If this is your first time reading our weekly SCC leave
predictions blog, have a look at an explanation and caveats
about our model here.

THIS WEEK'S CASES

There are seven leave application decisions coming out on
October 16, 2025. Our model only predicts the probabilities of
successful leave applications in cases where leave was sought
from the Court of Appeal. We will not comment or provide a
prediction on cases where leave was sought directly from a
Superior Court decision or on cases in which we are involved.
That leaves seven cases in which we’ll give a prediction.

You can find a detailed summary of all of the cases that are up
for leave decisions this week here.

Cases to Watch
Ville de Québec v Jardins de Vérone

e Our Model’s Prediction: This case has a 29% chance of
getting leave.

Possible Contenders

Waterhen Lake First Nation v His Majesty the King in Right of
Canada

e Our Model’s Prediction: This case has a 17% chance of
getting leave.

Graham Edge v Moose Jaw Downtown and Soccer/Field
House Inc

e Our Model’s Prediction: This case has an 11% chance
of getting leave.

Kourosh Esfandiar Bakhtiari v His Majesty the King in Right of
the Province of British Columbia (Minister of Finance)

e Our Model’s Prediction: This case has a 7% chance of
getting leave.

Unlikely Contenders
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http://litigate.com/data-driven-decisions/blog#/the-scc-leave-project-a-machine-learning-algorithm-to-predict-the-likelihood-of-getting-leave-to-the-supreme-court-of-canada
http://decisions.scc-csc.ca/scc-csc/news/en/item/8328/index.do

Willy Junior St-Jean v His Majesty the King

e Our Model’'s Prediction: This case has a 5% chance of
getting leave.

Bruce Walter Kirke v Spartan Controls Ltd

e Our Model’s Prediction: This case has a 3% chance of
getting leave.

Long-Shots
Kristin Ernest Hutton v Ria Sayat

e Our Model’s Prediction: This case has a less than 1%
chance of getting leave.
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