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York University 
Succeeds in Fraud 
Claim Against Former 
Executive 

 

 
Following a lengthy trial, the Ontario Superior Court of Justice has determined 
that former York employees played key roles in several significant frauds. 
 
Will McDowell, Nadia Campion, Dena Varah and Brian Kolenda of Lenczner 
Slaght acted as counsel to York University in the successful trial of a fraud 
action against a former York executive and a key subordinate. 
 
The Court awarded York significant damages for fraud and breach of fiduciary 
duty. It also set aside a severance agreement with one of the two executives and 
the fraudulent conveyance of two of his homes. The decision will be of interest 
to organizations who seek to recover funds from former employees who are later 
discovered to have committed wrongdoing while employed. 
 
Lenczner Slaght is widely recognized as Canada’s leading litigation practice and 
has successfully represented clients’ interests in complex, high-profile cases 
across the country. The firm’s lawyers are distinguished by their depth of court 
room experience, appearing regularly at all levels of the federal and provincial 
courts and before professional and regulatory tribunals, as well as in mediation 
and arbitration proceedings. 

The firm is known for its wealth of talent. Its partners, ranked among the best of 
their peers nationally, lead a recruitment and mentoring program that attracts 
gifted litigators who are committed to upholding the highest professional 
standards. From commercial disputes, class actions and cross-border disputes to 
administrative law and professional regulation, Lenczner Slaght brings expert 
strategy – backed by rigorous research, skilled data management and solid 
administrative support – to demanding cases in all areas of litigation. 

For more information or to arrange an interview, please contact: 
 
Nick Prospero, Coordinator 
Marketing and Business Development, 
at (416) 865-9500 or prospero@litigate.com 
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